[Hyaluronic acid and immunity].
Hyaluronic acid (HA), one of the main components of extra-cellular matrix and most notably of the fundamental substance of conjunctive tissues, is not an inert structure. Conversely, it displays important biological properties and plays a significant role in crucial physiological processes especially when cellular plasticity is involved such as inflammation, immune reactions, angiogenesis and would healing. It is also strongly involved in neoplastic cells migration and therefore in metastatic spreading of malignant tumours. These varied physiological functions are related either to interactions with specific or less specific cellular membrane receptors or to the production of HA fragments of different sizes, generated for example by local traumatism or inflammation, fragments displaying specific properties according to their size.